
on the substantive work of this office 
since the transfer of Mr. Arthur Dahl 
(System-Wide Earthwatch Coordinator) to 
head UNEP’s new Coral Reefs unit. In 
practice, this means assuring all 
communications and contacts with UN 
agency representatives to Earthwatch, as 
well as organising the next meeting of 
the Earthwatch Working Party later in 
2001. It also involves maintaining and 
adding even more value to the highly-
regarded Earthwatch website. Already, 
two persons have been engaged for 
these tasks through early 2002. 
 
Concerning GEO-3 and related work 
being carried out at GRID-Geneva since 
mid-2000, it has been decided to 
prepare a data compendium to 
accompany the GEO-3 report which will 
be issued early in 2002. The data 
compendium, either in the form of a CD-
ROM or a paper document or both, will 
contain a large majority of the “core data 
sets” which have been put together in 

2001, was attended by 20 representative 
from the five Caspian littoral countries: 
Azerbaijan, Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Kazakhstan, Russian Federation and 
Turkmenistan. Specifically tailored to the 
 

(Continued on page 2) 

GRID-Geneva Quarterly  
Bulletin No. 3 - 2001 

UNEP/Global Resource Information Database-Geneva 

Inside this issue: 

UNEP/GRID-Geneva Takes on 
an Expanded Mandate 

1 

Environmental Information 
Management Training for 
Caspian Countries 

1 

A European Gateway to UNEP.
Net—European-Portal 

2 

Which Surfers Consult the 
Swiss-CDS 

3 

Report on the Mesopotamian 
Marshlands Released at 
World Water Week  

3 

New Staff 4 

Calendar of Events 4 

Volume 3, Issue 3, October 2001 

United Nations Environment Programme 
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Information Management Training for Caspian Countries 
Within the realm of its 
capacity building activities in 
environmental information 
management, UNEP/GRID-
Geneva recently carried out a 
Data and Information 
Management (DIM) Training 
Workshop for member 
countries of the Caspian 
Environment Programme 
(CEP).  The CEP is a sub-
r e g i o n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n 
established in 1985, with 
assistance from the Global 
Environment Fund (GEF), to 
provide a comprehensive 
response to the key 
environmental problems 
facing the region and to 
a d d r e s s  p r i o r i t y 
transboundary issues. Its 
main goal is to promote “environmentally 
sustainable development and management of the 
Caspian environment”. 
 
The DIM workshop, which was held at and co-
organised with the CEP’s Programme Coordination 
Unit (PCU), in Baku, Azerbaijan from 16-19 July 

As DEWA/GRID-Geneva assumes new 
tasks and broadened responsibilities in 
the latter half of 2001, the office is being 
gradually restructured to absorb a 
considerable expansion in budget and 
related staffing. These changes (which 
may not all be permanent, depending on 
UNEP’s budget in the next biennium), are 
related to four major activity areas: the 
UN System-wide Earthwatch secretariat; 
further data work for the GEO-3 project; 
development of several UNEP.Net 
gateways; and an ongoing project with 
UNDP’s Emergency Response Division 
(ERD) to develop an index of global risk 
and vulnerability. 
 
Since the beginning of September, nine 
additional persons have been hired until 
at least early in 2002, in order to assure 
a wide variety of duties and tasks under 
the four project areas mentioned. 
 
For the UN Earthwatch secretariat, 
DEWA~Europe has been asked to take 

the GEO Data Portal application to 
support the current and future GEO 
assessments. A data publisher, meta-
data author/editor and additional data 
statistician are being engaged for this 
particular task. 
 
For the UNEP.Net project, GRID-Geneva 
has either partial or full responsibility to 
oversee or carry out the initial 
development of no less than five of the 
regional and thematic “portals”, including 
for Europe, West Asia, Early warning/
environmental vulnerability, Socio-
economic and Urban, as well as ongoing 
maintenance and improvement of the 
GEO Data Portal containing the “core 
data sets”. Two additional staff for 
website design and contents preparation 
have now been engaged for these tasks, 
through the end of 2001 and into early 
2002. 
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Image of Baku, Azerbaijan, the oil capital of the Caspian region, taken by 
astronauts aboard the Space Station Alpha Image on 7 May 2001. Image 
Courtesy: NASA/GSFC. 
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A European Gateway to UNEP.NET—Euro-Portal 

Training for CEP Countries 
(Continued from page 1) 
 
needs of CEP member 
countries, the three-day training 
workshop provided participants  
 
with a global overview of the 
key components of an 
Environmental Information 
System. This included an 
introduction to Geographic 
Information Systems, meta-
data catalogues and standards, 
remote sensing applications 
and techniques, as well as 
Internet-based applications. 
Due to the diverse background 
of participants and the multiple 
topics to be covered within a 
limited timeframe, emphasis 
was placed on theory, as 
opposed to “hands on” 
training”..  
 
GRID-Geneva also provided 
participants with geo-spatial 
data sets including satellite 
imagery of the Caspian region 
on a CD-ROM, including a 
comprehensive inventory of 
data sources. With a better 
understanding of GIS, remote 

on the web were also reviewed, 
including textual material, 
statistical and geo-spatial 
information. Other major items 
discussed in-depth was 
t e m p l a t e  d e s i g n  a n d 
information contents, as well 
as practical dimensions of the 
Euro-portal. 
 
An overall “business plan” for 
development of the Euro-portal 
is being prepared in the 
aftermath of the meeting, 
where the role of each major 
partner in this process will be 
identified. In addition, the 
meeting’s participants will 
s e r v e  a s  a n  a d - h o c 
“coordinating committee” or 
steering group to guide the 
future development of the 
Euro-portal. 
 
The EEA with its European 
Environmental Information and 
Observation Network (EIONET) 
and the REC in particular will 
serve as major “content 
providers” for the Euro-portal. 
Political and programmatic 
guidance will be provided by 

ROE, while GRID-Arendal will 
build linkages to national-level 
State of the Environment 
reports and data providers. 
DEWA~Europe/GRID-Geneva 
will steer the overall process as 
well as carry out the site’s 

technical development through 
consultant staff employed for 
this purpose. It is anticipated 
that a prototype version of the 
Euro-portal will be available on-
line by the end of 2001. 

Bui ld ing  UNEP’s  g loba l 
environmental information 
network known as “UNEP.Net” 
received a fresh boost with the 
DEWA~Europe organised 
planning meeting to develop a 
framework for the European 
Regional Portal. The meeting, 
held at the International 
Environment House in Geneva 
on 26 September, was attended 
by several key partners who 
have been selected to help 
guide the development of the 
“Euro-portal”. These include the 
European Environment Agency 
( E E A ) ,  t h e  R e g i o n a l 
Environmental Centre for 
Central and Eastern Europe 
(REC), UNEP’s Regional Office 
for Europe (ROE), RIVM and 
GRID-Arendal. 
 
DEWA’s Regional Coordinator 
for Europe chaired the meeting, 
which covered a variety of 
issues, including  current GEO-3 
materials and users of a Euro-
portal, in terms of GEO 
product ion and re lated 
assessments. Existing initiatives 
and materials related to Europe 

Prototype template of the European Regional Portal which is 
scheduled to go on-line by end-2001. 

s e n s i n g  a n d  d a t a 
documentation methods and 
equipped with baseline geo-
spatial data, national experts 
are now ready to launch a fully-
fledged Caspian Information 
System ("CaspSIS").  
 
This workshop complemented a 
series of CEP workshops where 
UNEP was also involved 
including one on “Trans-
boundary Diagnostic Analysis" 
and “State-of-Environment 
(SoE) reporting” organised, with 
the support of UNEP/ROE and 
GRID-Arendal respectively.
U N E P / G R I D-G e n e v a  w i l l 
continue to provide advice and 
technical back-stopping to CEP 
countries and the PCU, 
including additional geo-spatial 
and statistical data sets and 
hands-on training modules. 
 
For more information please 
contact: Hy.Dao@grid.unep.ch 
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Which Surfers Consult the Swiss CDS? 

natural disasters. The results 
also show that Cantonal and 
Federal authorities constitute 
an important proportion (32%) 
of those surfing the website 
and WebCDS. Users who 
access the website via Internet 
providers and organisations 
having their own connection 
account for half of all 
consultations, followed by 
universities and research 
institutes (15%).  Finally, while 
most users are based in 
Switzerland (79%), a significant 
number of surfers originated 
from the United States (15%) 
followed by Germany. 
 
Since the launching of the 
WebCDS in June 2000, 8,700 
visits have been registered 
with an average 
monthly of 700 visitors 

of whom 500 are first-time 
surfers. 
 
As part of its environmental 
reporting activities, UNEP/GRID-
Geneva will be taking part in the 
“CDS and e-EIONET Work 
Conference 2001” in Thun, 
Switzerland on 8-9 October. A 
C D - R O M  c o m p r i s i n g  a 
compilation of all software tools 
developed by UNEP/GRID-
Geneva for its CDS projects is 
being prepared for this occasion, 
and which will be made 
available to the meeting’s 
participants.  
 
For more information please 
c o n t a c t :  J e a n - P h i l i p p e .
Richard@grid.unep.ch 

of information users are 
looking for. To a certain extent, 
it is also possible to evaluate 
the effectiveness of WebCDS 
and draw lessons for ulterior 
developments and revisions. 
The results reveal that the 
‘detailed’ search facility is little 
used and that it is exceeded by 
thematic queries. On the other 
hand, searches based on key 
words represent 80% of those 
conducted using WebCDS. 
 
Using this new analytical tool it 
is now possible to evaluate and 
monitor website accessibility 
on a monthly basis. The 
information generated shed’s 
light on who is consulting the 
site and what topics are of 
particular interest to users. For 
example, issues topping the 
search list are about water and 
wastes, followed by energy and 

Within the context of the 
various Catalogue of Data 
Sources (CDS) projects 
implemented by UNEP/GRID-
Geneva, a new software 
a p p l i c a t i o n  h a s  b e e n 
developed enabling systematic 
analysis of Swiss CDS (CH-
CDS) website visitors, as well 
as the utilization of the on-line 
search facility “WebCDS”. The 
application developed stores 
the contents of the log files 
created by the Internet server 
in an MS-Access database. 
Drawing on the log database, 
users are able to carryout 
customized reporting for 
defined time-periods as well as 
to summarize the information 
in graphic formats. Analysis of 
web surfers provides greater 
insight and understanding 
about who is consulting the 
CH-CDS website and what type 

advanced analysis 
tools, as well as 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  t o 
download selected 
d a t a  f i l e s  f o r 
customised use.  
 
For more information 
please contact: 
Woerden@grid.unep.ch 
and/or 
Schwarzr@grid.unep.ch 

GEO Data Portal Update  
also available on-line. This 
unique gateway is thereby able 
to furnish users with the 
necessary resources to 
c o n d u c t  t h e i r  o w n 
environmental assessments 
‘on-the-fly’ using reliable and 
verified data. 
 
In order to increase awareness 
and help to establish the Data 
Portal as the “one-stop-shop” 
for the UNEP/GEO user 
community, a brochure has 
been produced describing its 
various uses and functions, 
and which will be widely 
disseminated. This four-page 
l e a f l e t  g i v e s  r e a d e r s 
background information about 
the GEO Data Portal, its 
visualization modules and 

Supplementary work is being 
carried out on a regular basis 
to improve and expand the 
GEO (Global Environment 
Outlook) Data Portal, which 
now holds more than 250 
environmental data variables 
covering a wide variety of 
subjects over the time period 
1972-2002. Many of these 
data sets have been derived 
from globally-harmonized 
country databases of well- 
recognised sources. A steadily 
growing number of these data 
sets are being geographically 
aggregated at the level of GEO 
regions and sub-regions. In 
addition, a considerable 
selection of geospatial data 
sets, such as land cover and 
population density maps, are 
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The new GEO Data 
Portal pamphlet gives a 
snapshot overview of 
the wide range of data 
services provided. 
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Finally, GRID-Geneva has 
been involved in technical 
support work for a UNDP/
E m e r g e n c y  R e s p o n s e 
Division (ERD) project on 
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a n 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  r i s k /
vulnerability index for use in 
UNDP’s World Development 
Report since mid-2000, a 
project which is now being 
continued. This project now 
involves a total of four staff 
on a part-time basis at GRID-
Geneva, whose tasks include 
the preparation of GIS data 
layers and analyses based on 
geo-spatial and statistical 
data to derive the raw 
numbers for the risk/
vulnerability index.  
 
In sum, the continuing 
success of several existing 
projects, as well as the 
delegation of new project 

activities and related tasks to the 
GRID-Geneva office, are currently 
leading to a significant rise in the 
late-2001 budget and staffing 
situation. The challenge in the 
short-term is to handle the influx 
and remain fully productive, and 
then in the medium term (i.e. the 
coming biennium) to see that the 
relevant activities and projects 
are rationalised within the 
workplan for 2002-2003. Those 
which best serve the needs of 
UNEP and DEWA will most likely 
be perpetuated for the longer 
term, seeing the GRID-Geneva 
office stabilise at a higher level 
of staffing than previously.  

 
Ron Witt,  

UNEP/DEWA Regional 
Coordinator 

GRID-Geneva’s Expanded Mandate 

GRID-Geneva Calendar of Events 
(October– December 2001) 

 
3 - 4 October 
ISDR-IATF Working Group 3 Meeting, Geneva. 
 
6 - 9 October 
CDS and e-EIONET Work Conference, Thun, Switzerland. 
 
12 - 13 October 
Measuring Vulnerability to Food-Insecurity under the 
conditions of Drought, Zeneb, Bonn, Germany. 
 
27 - 28 October 
UN Open House, Palais des Nations, Geneva. 
 
31 October  
UNEP-Shell Meeting of GEO-3 Scientific Experts, London, UK. 
 
1 November 
GRID-Geneva “Partnership” Advisory Board Meeting. 
 
14-17 November 
Aarhus Convention Second Workshop, Yerevan, Armenia. 
 
Late November/Early December 
DEWA Assessment Data Meeting, 
 
10-11 December 
Earthwatch Working Party  Seven Meeting  

Andrea DE BONO 
GEO-3 Data Assistant 
 
Ola NORDBECK 
GEO-3 Data Assistant  
 
Meera PATHMARAI-LAURIJSSENT, 
Consultant, Earthwatch 
 
Diana RIZZOLIO  
Consultant , UN SystemWide-EarthWatch Website 
 
Patricia ROCKWELL 
Secretary 
 
Jose Manuel RODRIGUEZ 
Computer HelpDesk 
 
(To be selected) 
UNEP.Net Contents Developer 
 
Karine ZUERCHER 
UNEP.Net Web Designer/Programmer 

New Staff (since August) 
 

Report on the Mesopotamian 
Marshlands Released at World Water 
Week Symposium in Stockholm 
In releasing the report on the 
Mesopotamian marshlands 
at the 2001 Stockholm 
Water Symposium held from 
12-18 August, UNEP’s 
Executive Director, Dr. Klaus 
Töpfer said that “there is no 
d o u b t  t h a t  t h e 
disappearance of these great 
wetlands of the Tigris-
Euphrates r iver delta 
r e p r e s e n t s  a  m a j o r 
environmental catastrophe 
that will be remembered as 
one of humanity’s worst 
engineered disasters”. The 
Symposium, whose theme 
for this year was “Water 
Security for the 21st 
Century – Building Bridges 
Through Dialogue”, attracted 
more than 1,200 scientists, 
d e c i s i o n - m a k e r s  a n d 
politicians from more than 
123 countries. 
 
Based on an analysis of 
satellite imagery, the report 
entitled, “The Mesopotamian 
Marshlands: Demise of an 
Ecosystem”, shows that 
around 85 per cent of the 
marshlands – the largest 
wetland in the Middle East 

and one of the most outstanding 
ecosystems in the world- have 
been lost mainly as a result of 
drainage and damming. To help 
restore the marshes, UNEP 
called on riparian countries to 
“reinitiate dialogue and adopt an 
international agreement on 
sharing the waters of the Tigris 
and Euphrates for the benefit of 
people and nature”.  
 
The report which has been 
prepared by UNEP/GRID-Geneva 
is available on-line at: 
h t t p : / / w w w . g r i d . u n e p . c h /
activities/sustainable/tigris/
marshlands/ 


